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| The Preface. 


HE oppoſition that Luther made to Indu{gences at 
firft, and as rp to other Abuſes i in the Roman 
eve 
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Church, awa "ow tgp [Fe quzre into the Reaſons 
ral thi hitherto acquieſced 
% ont parti 124 fo HANN 4 liberty ſo dangeraus 
ta the _ if Ef he Roman » 6 een brought #pon Luther, 
who was ſo notable qn example of it, no litole trouble fi frov 
thence ; inſawach that be ren imſeif conſtrained to 
to a General Council : An expe mt xo leſs hated rape 
Court of Cover of Remy, on which ba not -_ forgatten the xk fg 
Baſil, than it was generally defired by al '/ 
SET wh oe Lf; c ry #4 buſes, ſo 
wow for the quiet entreverpes is Re 
Xib Jin , who bad nat beey wanting, for his 
_— to Fry us ſa a new [Inquiſition into the 
« 
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rity of Pape «erded by. Adrian FT, about 

faus Tears. after Lathers laration. Advian like an hes- 
eft man, n. igenro/i capfeſſed that this diſtreſs was juſtly come 
\ tbe dA ws pub oe ions that 

db 

beey committed in it, av « grenes to the World a Re- 

fermation. Byt the Gon, races infited to have a Free 
and General Council callgd ; which was by no means well ta- 
ken by the Court of Rome. Whereupon the Secular Princes 


ſent bad Greer ta the ke: f yh won Grayamina, 


ar the q red from that 
Court, But Adrian dad _ ber ſer w_ of 
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foul play) before he had ſat two Tears in the Chair, audwith 
him died almoft all that was honef# and good in the Roman 
Court. 

Clement Y7I comes next to the Papacy, who of all things 
could not endure the thoughts of a General Council , in times 
wherein he was ſure the Popes Authority would' becalled in que- 
tion : He therefore laboured again#t it with all imaginable 
induſtry and artifice, But it being impo/ſible to ſatisfy thoſe 
that had not yet openly withdrawn themſelves from the Obedi- 
ence of that See, without ſeeming to condeſcend to the general 
defire of Chriſtendom i thu matter, he tried at = to 
pacifte them, by making promiſes of calling a Council, which it 
was plain to wiſe men he never intended to ay a ; fince at 
firt he would: neither ſay where nor when it ſhould be held ; 
and at length, when the Emperour preſſed hard upon him, be 


abſolutely infifted, that the Council might be held in Italy: A- 


condition, which as things then ſtood, 
ſubmitted to. &* NE | 
Then comes Paul 71I, as great a Diſſembler as ever lived, 
who knew no leſs than his Predeceſſours how fatal ſuch a Coun- 
cil as was deſired, muf? neceſſarily be to the Gentlemen of The 
Roman See, He found that it was but more paſſionately de- 
fired, for being refuſed; and was indeed put to the utmo#? 
ftretch of his Talent to keep a temper in þ 
But being the fitteft perſon in the World to do what was poſ- 
fible in this nice Funtture ; he put off, for ſome time, the In- 
diflion of a Council, under the pretence of an earneft defire to 
call one ; Put when that Gerifi was ſtale , he delaied the 6- 
pening of it after it was called: And when nothing elſe woald 
do, he knew the befF.ways how to manage and govern it, and 
to make the World believe all the while that it was uncon- 


e was ſure would not be 


frain'd and free. 


| But in the third Tear of his Popedom, the clamour of the 
World being upon him for neither calling a Council, nor ſo 
much as performing his promiſe of Reforming the Court ny the 
73» = Church 


difficult a caſe - 
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Church himſelf, he was forced to make ſome notable ſemblance 
of the later, that he might a little _ = off the former. 
To this end he required four Cardinals, an F other Pre- 
lates, to draw up, in the moft impartial manner, a formal Ca- 
_ of Abuſes that needgi{ a Reformation : Which accord 
ingly was done in the former of the two following Advices that 
are here publiſhed. | 

The trick was to make the Chriſtian Princes believe, that 
he that required, and they who gave this Advice were in good 
earneft : And ſo it was ſent into Germany, where it produ- 
ced quite other effefts then were hoped from it ; for all mens 
mouths were opened again#t the Court more than they were be- 
fore : And the Court ſoon ſhewed, that this ſolemn Advice 
was but meer Artifice and Collufion to amuſe the World, and 
to keep off the ſo-much-dreaded Council, as long as it was po- 
fible. As for the Pope himſelf, how well he was peſed ts 
follow the Rules of this 4dvice, appeared by the whole courſe 
of things afterwards : For bis buſineſs all along was to ſupport 
the Abſoluteneſs of the Roman See ; and to maintain, that 
all Judgment in matters of Religion, ought to be referred 
to the Apoſtglic See, and that Divine and Humane Laws ; 
and the Oonſent of Ages had given to the Pope the Su- 
pream Authority, as of calling Councils, fo of determin- 


ing and ordering things that regard the Unity and Advan- P adr. Pat. 
tage of the Church. As he told the Emperonr roundly in a —_——= 


Letter to him about ſeven Tears after. 


As for the Courtiers that gave the Advice, one of them was *# 1544+ 


the Theatine Cardinal, John Peter Caraffa, who was eighteen 
Tears after Pope by the name of Paul 1; and who therefore 
had it in his power to put the Counſel he gave to Paul 711, in- 
to execution, # any ſuch thing had been in his mind. But no- 
thing could be more inconfiſtent with his Counſel, thay his 


Prattice was : The Advice acknowledged, that the unbounded 
_ q Popes in breaking Laws, and doing whatever 
they ba 


to do, had reduced Chriſtendom 70 its deplo- 
B 2 rable 
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The PREFACE. 
rable condition. But this man yielded not to any of his Pres 
deceſſours in Pride and lawleſs Liberty : He vouchſafed not 


to allow Secular Princes fit to' be his Companions ; He be- 
gan his Papacy with breaking p of of Capitulation, uſu- 


ally made in the Conclave ; andWhon that occafion, declared 
it to be an Article of Faith, That the Pope could not be 
bound : He made himſelf ſo odious to the World, and eſpe- 
cially to, the Citizens of Rome, by Perfidiouſneſs and Oppreſ- 
fron, that the rage of the People againft bis Name and Fa- 
mily, could net be appeaſed, but by doing the moſt publick diſ- 
graces to bim fer e was 'dead. | 

New whether Paul IV, when Cardinal, gave ſome goed 
Advice for faſhion ſake, or having had ſome good purpiſes 
once, laid them all afide when he came to be Pope, TI ſhall not 


| expore : But 'tis-a plain caſe, that theſe men have confeſ- 
ſe 


mo#T horrible Scandals again#. themſelves; and that at 
a time when their obligations to reform them, were the great« 
eft that the World could lay upon them, they moved not "one 
Nep towards a Reformation in good earneft; but made it 
their buſineſs to baffle the defires and hopes of all good men: 
Which ſhewed it to be the vaineit thing inflginable, to ex- 
pet afterwards any Reformation by a Council under the influ- 
ence of the Roman Court, which by their own confeſſion was 
guilty of all the diſorders of the Church, or of ſuchPopes as thoſe, 
who by their own confeſſion had been the chiefeft MalefaBors. 
The Decrees of an Italian Council under the Diretion of ſuch 
Managers as theſe, were not likely to be wery holy ones. Nor 
were matters of Doftrine in a fair way to-be fincerely delibe- 
rated-upon, and determined truly by thoſe who could not 'be 
brought to mend the mot notorious faults they confeſſed 4- 
 gainft themſelves ; not ſuch. points of Doitrine, to be ſure, 4s 
ſerved to ſupport thoſe Abuſes in prattiſe, which they were 
reſolved not to Reform. 20 
Certainly there could be no other Reaſon to imagine that the 
Grace of the Holy Ghojt ſhould be preſent with fach a Coantil, 
excepting 
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excepting this only, that the Managers were brought to it with 
as much difficulty, as if they had been ſure to meet the Holy 
GbofF there. 

The Bull for intimation of the Council, was not Publiſhed 
#1 frve Tears after the Advice. Nor was it reſolved that 
wy Gr ye begin till two Tears after that, when the Pope = 

ſhed his Legates with Powers to Diſſolve it, if it ſhoul 


awd Spaniſh Biſhops might come, and it was gold to provide 


- agdinfi-the worff. It was yet about a year before the Council 


was opened ; and the Proceedings were then retarded by arti- 
feeial Difficulties, as well as accidental ones; and with all the 
Management, it did not throughly pleaſe ; and ſo after frive+ 
tous Pretences was in two Tears time by a Majority of Yotes, 
Tranſlated to Bolonia,, the Imperialiſts remaining ſtill in 
Trent. 7he Papalins 'muff hav» it nearer home that they 
might tend it the better. But 40 what they could, they were 
obliged three Tears after to reaſſums it it Trent, the loſs of 

which Point was therefore'to be ſuppiied with other Arts. 
\Pope Paul Dying at this time, was ſucceeded by Julius 177. 
who thought fit to ſuſpend th: Council. for two Tears, the effet? 
of which was that it came +1t together till ten Tears after. 
As:for the Motives that influenced theſe Councils, -anid the Ar- 
#ifires that brought them to effett, and the Intrignes with 
Princes, and the Advantages which the Court made of their 
oppofire Intereſts, for bringing, the Council-to a good end; .all 
thus. to be ſeen 'm Fatver:Paul's Hiſtory, but the particu- 

4ars are too many to be touched here. 

it wats Julius 17] that the three Biſhops at Bononia 
Addreſſed the Second Advice, as Vergerius. relates this mat- 
ger, who beft knew it, not to Paul the third, as Wolfius de- 
divers in his Le&iones Memorabiles , ' who though he Uus- 
ted Vergerius, had lighted upon a falſe Copy, tm which that 
paſſage at the end of the Advice, concerning our Queen Ma- 
| 


: not Hiſtory of 
' Ge an Obedient Council, For no Man could certainly ſay with Council of 
what Diſpofitions, or in what Numbers, the German, French, Trent, Þ. 112. 
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his, from whomſoever he had it, that it was found in the Pa- 
lace, after the Death of Paul 11]. Certainly the diſcovery 
of this Advice was the moi? Fatal Thing that ever happened 
to the Reputation of the Roman Cauſe. And if it had not been 
upon the File againft them now for above an hundred Tears, I 
make no queſtion but the Popiſh Gentlemen of this Age, would 
run it down for a Sham Advice, forged by Vergerius or ſome 
other Heretic againſt the Church of Rome. 

The difference between that Advice of Nine to Paul,aud this 


" of Three to Julius, is in fome reſpets very confiderable ; _ 


eularly in this, that the Nine ſeemed to be ſerious and were 
wot, the Three were ſerious and ſeemed not to be ſo ; which 
makes the Advice of the former look like Sincerity,and that of 
the latter to look like Wit : Whereas in Truth the one was very 
gravely given, without any intention to have it followed, the 
other with that pleaſantneſs and confidence that uſes to be a- 


' mongit Friends, but with defign of executing what was advi- 


ſed. But in this they agree, that as the Advice of the Nine 
repreſents the corrupt Praftices of the Roman Communion, 
with the main Reaſen thereof, ſo that of the Three truly ſhews 
what kind of Faith theirs is, anddbow it is to be ſupport- 
ed. | 

Neither the one nor the other, that I know of, have yet 
bad their turn in Engliſh : But they are ſo very inſtrulling, 


eſpecially the latter, that I thought a few hours ſpent in Tranſ- 
| —P them into our Language would not be thrown away. 


ey are ſo plain that they uted no Comment, and the uſe 
that is to be made of them is ſo ready, that I need not make 


any Inference from themrin behalf of the meaneſt Reader. On- 


ly it ſeemed reaſonable to =_ ſome ſhort account of the cir- 


\ cumſtances of the Times in which theſe things were doxe ; which 


zs all the Light that was requiſite for thoſe who may be ftran- 
gers tothe Hiſtory of theſe Afﬀairs. 


THE 


ry was left out, which would have diſcovered that miſtake of 
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THE 


ADVICE 


GIVEN' TO 


Pope Paul the Third 


Four Cardinals, and Froe other Prelates, 


Whoſe Names are Underwritten, in order to the 
Amendment of the State of the Church. 


» « 

Oſt Bleſſed Father, we are fo unable to expreſs 
what mighty Thanks the whole Body of the 
VI Church is bound to pay to Almighty God, 
who has in theſe times raiſed up you to be the Supream 
Biſhop and Paſtor of his Flock, and gives you likewiſe that 
Mind which you have, that we have no hope ſo much as 
to conceive how great they are. For that Spirit of God by 
which as the Prophet {peaks the Heavens are made firm, 
has Decreed, as we cannot but ſee, by your Hand to ſup» 
the Church, now that ſhe is not onl —_— but juſt 
falling headlong into Ruin; nay, to advance her to her 
ancient Eminence, and to reſtore her to her former Beau- 


We It 


It is no uncertain Conjefture of this purpoſe of God, 
which weare enabled to make, whom your Holineſs called 
to you and required, that without any regard had to you, 
or to any one elfe, we ſhould fignifie to you what thoſe 
Abuſes are, and moſt grievous Diſtempers wherewith the 
Church of God, and eſpecially the Court of Rowe, has for 
a long time been affefted, whereby alſo it has come to 
paſs, that theſe peſtilagt Diſeaſes growing to their hgighe 
by littteand little, the Church ag we ſee is upon the very 
brink of Ruin. And becauſe yaur Holineſs (being taught 
by the Divine Spirit, who, as St. Auſtin ſays, does with- 
out, noiſe of Wards ſpeak in the Heart) very well under- 


ſlands this 10 be the Original of thee Miſchich; that fone 


Popes your Predeceſfaurs, having- tteling Karg, as f@) 

the Apoſtle Paul, heaped up Teachers after their on 
Luſts, not to learn from them, what they ought to do, 
but that they ſhould take peins and employ their Wit to 
find out ways how it might be lawful-for them to do what 
they - pleaſed: To which we may add, that as the 
Shadaw follows the Body, ſo Flattery follows Greatneſs, 
and Truth can hardly find any way to the Ears of Princes ; 


hence it has come to paſs, that there have bteg DoRors & 


ver ready to maintain, that all Benefices being the-Popg's 
and the Lord having _ to Sell what is his @4q, jr 
muſt neceſlarily follow, that the Pope is- not capgble af 
the Guilt of Simoxy; inſomuch, that the Pope's Will and 
Pleaſure whatever it be, muſt needs be the Rule for all that 
hedoes ; which doubtleſs would end in believing every 
thing lawful that he had a mind to do. 

' From this Source,as from the Zrojaw-Horſe, thoſe ſo ma- 
ny Abuſes,and ſuch mortal Diſeaſes, have broken forth into 
the Church of God, which have reduced her, as we ſee, 
almoſt to a State of Deſparation : The tame of theſ& thi 
having come to the Ears even of Infidels (let your Hol 
neſs believe us ſpeaking what weknow) who deride Chris 
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[i323] 
ſanity more 'for this, then for any thing elſe ; ſor that 
through our ſelves, we muſt needs ſay through our ſelves, 
the Name of Chriſt is blaſphemed amongſt the Nations. As 
for you moſt Holy Father, for ſo in truth youare, beſides 
that Prudence which you fo long ſince have obtained, be- 
ing alſo inſtrufted by the Spirit of God, when you gave 
your ſelf” wholly to this care, that the Church of Chriſt 
wherewith you are entrufted, might be healed of her Dj- 
ſtempers, and recover a good ſtate of Health, you ſaw, 
and you ſaw aright, that where the Diſeaſe grew at firſt, 
there the Remedy muſt begin: And following the exam» 
ple of the Apoſtle Pax/,* you intended to be a Diſpenſer, 
and not a Lord, but to be found faithful in the Lord, like 
that Servant in the Goſpel, whom the Lord ſet over his 
Family, to give them their Food in their ſeaſon ; And in 
order tg this, , you reſolved atno hand to Will that which is 
unlawful, nor to deſire the Power of doing what you 
ought not. For theſe Reaſons you called us to your ſelf, 
who how unqualified ſoever we may be, in point of skill, 
for ſo weighty an Afﬀair, danot- yet want a good AﬀeCtion 
towards the Honour and Glory of 'your Holineſs, and a» 
bove all to the Reformation of the Church of Chri/#, You 
enjoyned us with moſt ſerious expreſſions, that we ſhould 

and bring together all thoſe Abules, and lay them be- 
Bro you, proteſting that if we proceeded herein negligent- 
ly, and unfaithfully, the account that ſhould be given toAl- 
mighty God of this matter committed toourTruſt,ſhould be 
upon our ſelves. And that all things might be morefreely 
handled by us, and opened to you afterward, you bound 
us by an Oath, and under the Penalty of, Excommunica- 
tion, that we ſhould diſcover-no part of this our Truſt to 
any one whatſoever. 

We therefore in obedience to your Command, have 
brought together thoſe Diſtempers, in as few Words as 


may be, and their — moſt effe&ual, at leaſt 


which 


[4] 


which we for our part could think upon. And now ye rely 
upon your Goodneſs and Wiſdom to mend all thoſe faults 
and ſupply all thoſe defeAsof the performance which are left 
in it,by reaſon of our incompetency for this undertaking, 

But to reduce all our Thoughts to ſome certain Heads; 
ſince your Holineſs is both the Prince of theſe Pgovinces, 
which are the Eccleſiaſtic Eſtate and Territory, and with- 
al the Governour of the Univerſal Church, and likewiſe 
the Biſhop of Rome ; we have not taken upon our ſelves 
to ſpeak of thoſe things which concern that Principality, 
which by your Prudence isſo excellently Govern'd as we 
ſee. We will touch upon theſe matters only that belong 
to the Office of the Univerſal Paſtor, and ſome alſo that 
are proper to the Romasx Biſhop. 

Firſt of all then we think moſt B. Father, according to 
what Ariſtotle ſays in his Politicks, that as in every other 
Commonwealth, fo in the Ecclefiaſtic Government of the 
Church of Chri#, it ſhould be eſteemed the principal Law 
of All, that Laws ſhould be obſerved as much as is poſſible ; 
and that it be not lewful to Diſpenſe with the Laws, but 
for a Cauſe urgent and neceſſary. For no Cuſtom intro- 
duced into a Commonwealth , can be more pernicious, 
than inobſervance of Laws, which our Anceſtors thought 
were religiouſly to be kept, and doubted not to call their 
Authority Venerable and Divine. All theſe things you 
know Moſt Excellent Pope, you have read them long ſince 
in the Philoſophers and Divines. But one thing Gare is 
of moment next to this, or rather of far greater conſe- 
quence as wethink, that it is not lawful for the Pope who 
is Chriſt's Vicar, to make any Gain to himſelf of the uſe 
of the Keys, of the power of the Keys we fay, which 


Chrif hath committed to him. For this is the Command- 


ment of Chriſt : Freely ye have received, Freely give. 
Theſe things being in the firſt place provided for, ſince 
-your Holineſs has the care of Chriſt's Church upon you, fo 

that 
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that it may be furniſhed with divers Miniſters, by whom 
that truſt is to be diſcharged, and that theſe are all the Cler- 


- gy to whom Divine Service is committed, the Presbyters 


eſpecially, and thoſe of them chiefly that have the care of 
Souls, and above all the Biſhops ; it follows, that in order 
to a right Proceeding in this Government,the firſt care that 
is to be taken, is, that theſe Miniſters be ſuch that are fit 

for the Duties of their FunEion. 

And here the firſt Abuſe in this kind, is, that in the Or- 
dination of Clerks, eſpecially of Presbyters, no manner of 
care and diligence is uſed, but every where the moſt une- 
ducated Youths, of the vileſt Parentage, ſet out with no» 
thing but evil Manners, are admitted to Holy Orders, e- 
ven to Prieſthood it ſelf, th6 that be the Character which 
expreſſeth Chriſt more thanall others. From hence grow 
innumerable Scandals, from heace comes the Contempt of 
the Ecclefiaſtic Order,and hence it is, thatthe reverence of 
God's Worſhip is not only diminiſhed, but'well nigh ex- 
tinguiſhed. We think therefore the beſt way would be, 
for your Holineſs to appoint two or three Prelates of 
L_—_— Probity to look after this matter, who ſhould 
govern the Ordinations of Clergy- men, and then to enjoyn 
all Biſhops under the Penalty of Cenfures, te take the like 
care in their Dioceſſes. Nor ſhould your Holineſs ſuffer 
any to be Ordained but by his own Biſhop, or with the 
Licenſe of his Biſhop, or fuch as are Deputed in the =_ 
And every Biſhop ſhonld provide a Maſter in his Church, 
for the inſtrution of the inferiour Orders of the Clergy, 
in good Learning, and good Manners, as the Law re- 

uires. 
, Another Abuſe of a moſt grievous Nature, is in the Col 
lation of Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, eſpecially with Cure of 
Souls, and above all of Biſhopricks, the manner having 
been, that good Proviſion is made for thoſe who have the 
Benefices, but for the Flock - Chriſt, and the Church, 
| 2 none 


—_— | 
none at all. In beſtowing therefore theſe Benefices with. 
care, and chiefly Biſhopricks, it is highly requiſite, that 
they be conferred upon good and learned men, who are 
able by themſelves to diſcharge the Duties vlonging there- 
to ; and who withal, are moſt likely to be reſident ; for 
which reaſon a Benefice in Spain or Britatn, is not to be 
given to an 7talian, nor the like; which Rule is to be ob. 
ſerved-both in Collations, when a Vacaney happens by the 
Deceaſe of the Incumbent, and in Ceſſions too, whereas 
now. no regard is had to any thing elſe, but the will and 
adyantage of him that reſigns : We think 'therefore it 
would be very well, if one or more honeſt men were ap« 
pointed to govern this Buſineſs. Another Abuſe is, when 
Benefices are conferred, or __ to others, that Penſi- 
ons are to be paid out of the Revenues; nay,; and ſome- 
times he that reſigns, reſeryes all the Profits to himſelf; In 
which matter it 15 to be obſerved, that Penſions ought not 
to- be" allotted upon any, other account, but as certain 
Alms which ſho pa o for pious ulks, and for "= aut of 
the Poor. , For.the Revenuesare annexed to the Benefice, 
as the Body to the Mind, lo thetof their own natprethey 
belong.to im.that has the Benefice,, that. according to his 
ray he may live honeſtly ypon them, -apd be. able to 

ear the charge of Divine Service,and to repair the Church, 

and be Houſes belooging tot z and zhat he ſhould ſpepd 
what remains in 0098s, les,, Fort 5, the-patural exp- 

ploywgor of fuck Re 9 -in; 019 to nad. 1 

"But as in the Courſe al:Nature, ſome things are done 0+ 
therwiſe then according to Common Rules, and beſides the 
Jnchoation kr Br SA Pt to = Toyr, =» 
is the Univerſal Diſpenſer of Eecleſialtical Beoefices,. if he 
ſes, that the Ports of che PR, whyich.ought to be laid 
out in pious ules, or ſome part thereof, may be employed for 
ſome particular good:uſes; E: that tewould be moſt expedient 
it ſhould be fo, he may without doubt provide accordingly. 
| 2 0 
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He may therefore very lawfully ſet a Portion uporra Bes 
nefice, for the relief of an indigent Perſon, eſpecially a 
Clergy-man, that he may be able to live in ſome wen: Ar 
according to his Order. But *tis a great Abuſe that all the 
fruits ſhould be reſerved, and that wholly taken away which 
is to ſerve for the maintenance of Divine Service, and the 
ſupport of the Incumbent : and that Penſions ſhould be gi- 
ven to rich Clergy-men, who can live conveniently enough 
upon the Revenues which they have, is furely a great Abuſe 
alſo, and both of them are to be removed. . £ 
There is another Abuſe alfo in the changing of Bene- 
fices, upon Contratts that are all of them Smorxical, and 
in which no regard is had to any thing. but gain. Ano- 
ther Abuſe to be taken away altogether, -has prevailed in 
this. Court- by the knavery of, certain perſons that are 
ſhrewd in thew way : For whereas the Law provides, that 
Benefices cannot be given away by Wil, becauſe they are 
not the Teſtators, but the Church's Fee ; and that the 
Church's Patrimony ſhould be continued as a common 
proviciag n.the behalf of all good men, but never grow 
40to 4 prjvate Eſtate; ,No/lirr] pains have been taken, in 
which more. of Worldly Wiltbm than Chrifdias Honeſty 
is tq be ſeen, to find aut divers tricks for the cluding of the 
Law, For Biſhopricks agd other” Benefices are reſigned, 
fir}, with a condition of refuming them; +6-whieh> 15/ ad- 
ded, x reſervation to Collate the Benefieus: belonging to 
them ;. with angther reſervation to” Adiniititſter. and 'Go- 
 vern, And $ here comes to be a Biſhop who has not fo 
-much as one Righs of 'a Biſhop, while the other is no Bi- 
thop.at all, who claims all the Right belonging to ohe. 
Your Holineſs may ſee to whara'pals: things are brought 
by the flattery of making every thing lawful that is re- 
folved to be done. For we would fain know what this is, 
but to, make 4. private Inheritance of a Benefice? Ano- 
ther cheat beſides this is invented, that Biſhops upoa their 
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Petition, have Co-adjutors granted to them , not ſo well 
qualified as themſelves ; ſo that unleſs a man be reſolved 
to ſhut his Eyes, he muſt needs fee that the Co-adjutor is 
by this trick made Heir to the Biſhoprick. Again, it is 
an ancient Law eſtabliſhed by Clement, that the Sons of 
Prieſts ſhould not ſucceed their Fathers in their Benefices ; 
and this, leaſt the common Patrimony of the Church ſhould 
become a private Eſtate, But as we hear, this venerable 
Law is diſpenſed with: and we muſt not conceal what e- 
very prudent perſon will by bimſelf diſcern to be a great 
truth, that no one thing hath raifed more of that Envy a- 
gajnſt the Clergy, from whence ſo many Seditions have 
already ha ,and more are at hand, than this turning 
of Eccleſiaſtical Profits and Revenues from being a com- 
mon, to a private thing. All men had ſome hope before 
this, but now they are reduced to deſpair, and ſharpen their 
Tongues againſt this holy See. It is another Abuſe, that 
Benefices are diſpoſed in Reverſion , and occaſion is given 
to the Expectant to deſire another mans death, and to be 
glad when he hears of it: By which means alſo when a 
Vacancy happens, they that deſerve beſt are excluded ; 
beſides the Law Suits that are hereby cauſed; All this we 
think ought to be mended. By the ſame craft a farther 
Abuſe is introduced : . For whereas ſome Benefices are b 

Law Ivcompatible, and are ſo called, our Anceſtours intend- 
ing to admoniſh us by the ſignification of the word, that 
they ought not to be confered upon one perſen ; this too 
is now diſpenſed with, and not onely two, but more of 
theſe Benefices ; and which is worſt of all, Biſhopricks are 
enjoyed by the fame man : Which cuſtom brought in by 
Covetuouſneſs,, we think ought to be turned out again, 
eſpecially as to a plurality. of Biſhopricks. What ſhall we 
fay to the union of Benefices for a mans Life, to avoid the 
incompatibility of them under this colour , is not this a 
meer fraud upon the Law > Another Abuſe has en 1 
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ed, that Biſhopricks, not one only, but more are collated 
upon the moſt Reverend Cardinals, or given them in 
Commendam : which we, moſt bleſſed Father, believe to be 
no ſlight grievance in the Church of God; in. as much as 
firſt of all, the Office of a Cardinal, and that of a Biſhop 
are incompatible in the ſame perſon : For the Cardj- 
nals province is to aſſiſt your Holineſs in the Government 
of the Catholic Church : But that of a Biſhop is to feed 
his Flock ; which he cannot do well and as he ought, if 
as a Shepherd he dwells not with his Sheep: befides, Holy 
Father, the example of this cuſtom does a world of mifſ- 
chief: For how can this Holy See guide others, and cor- 
re& their Abuſes, if ſhe ſuffers ſuch Abuſes in her princi- 
ple Megnbers? For we do not think that becauſe they are 
Cardinals, it ſhould be more lawful for them to tranſgreſs 
the Laws, but that they ſhould leaſt of all preſume to do 
it ; ſince their lives are to be a Law to others ; nor are 
they to be like the Pharifees who ſaid but did not, but to 
our Saviour Chriff, .who began to do, and then to teach. 
And beſides this, Licentiouſneſs being the fewel of Avarice, 
the uſe of it is prejudicial to the Counſels they take in 
Church Aﬀairs. Moreover, for the obtaining of Biſho- 
pricks, Cardinals do court Kings and Princes, their depen- 
dence upon whom afterwards, hinders them from ſpeak- 
ing their minds freely ; at leaſt, if they were bold and wil- 
ling enough to ſpeak, yet they would eafily be perverted 
into a wrong judgment by affeftion and intereſt. We 
could wiſh therefore that this cuſtom were broken, and 
that all the Cardinals might have an equal. Revenue, 
which would maintain them handſomly according to their 
Dignity ; which proviſion we think might eaſily -be made, 
if we would be willing to ſerve Mammon no longer, and 

would ſerve none but ChrifF. | 
Theſe things being ſer right, which refer to the appoint- 
ment of your Miniſters, who are, as it were, the Inſtru- 
ments 
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-ments for the right performing of God's Worſhip, and the 
well orderingof the People in a Chriſtian Life. We muſt 
how come to choſe things which relate to the Government 
6f Chriſtian People: -As to which matter, moſt holy Fa- 
ther, there is an Abuſe in the firſt place to be correed; 
and the greateſt cafe is to'be taken that Biſhops eſpecial» 
Ty, no nor Curates be abſent from their Churches and Pa» 


riſhcs, unleſs for a weighty cauſe, but keep their Reſidence: 


'but eſpecially the 'Biſhops , fince they are the Husbands 
of the Church: committed to their care. For we ap- 
Ppeal to God, that no ſight can be more lamentable to a 
Chriſtian man going through Chriſtendom, than this ſol 
tude of ' the' Churches. Almoſt all the Paſtors are with- 
drawn from their Flocks, which are almoſt evegy-where 
entruſted with longs There ought therefore ta be a 
'oreat Penalty upon Biſhops above all, and likewiſe upon 
Burates who ate'abſent from'their Flocks, and who oughe 
Hot onely to be cenſured, but not-fo muct\as receive the 
Revenues of the Church, unlteſsfor ſome ſhort time the Bi 


ſhops obtain leave of abſence from your Holineſs, and the 


Curates from their Biſhops. ' Let ſome of the Laws and 


"Decrees of Councils in this matter be read, whireby it is 
provided, that's Bifhop ſhall not be abſent from his Church 
above three Lotd's Days. | 


It is alfo an Abuſe, that fo many of the moſt Reverend 
Cardinals are abfent from this Court, and do not fo much 
as in part do any thing of that Office which belongs:to a 
Cardinal, ''We' think indeed that 'tis expedient for ſome 
few Cardinals to live im their Provinces, ſince thy are as 
it were the Root of the Papacy, that by ſhooting out its 
ftrings abroad/in the 'Qhriftian World, contains the People 
in their-Obedieriee"to the/Roway See. But yet we think it 
were very much for the Intereſt of your Holineſs, to recal 


them, thoughnot perhaps every one, to their Reſidence in 
this Court : For beſides that by this means they would ex- 
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wharf profeſſed, ſhould be taken frm their Monaſts 


We think alſo, that as to_the Preachers, and Cofeſſors : 
that are ſent out by Þ: Fryers, theres need of Animad- 
verſion and Amendment, that; great.care ſhould-be taken 
by their Chief,. that they. be fitly quelifict.; -and then that 

hy bo be preſented: to the Biſhops ; to whom: chiefly: che 
Charchi is intruſted, to be examined by them, or by fit per- 
ſons, and that without their conſent they be.not admitted 
to the exerciſe of thoſe Offices, * 
_ We hayealready.fajd, moſt holy Father, that it is by ns 
means lawful to. make a es rr by. the-uſe-of the Keys': 
in which matter the Words of Chriſt ſtand-firm and ſure, 
Freely ye have received, freely give. This does not onely 
belong to your HolineG to take notice; of, but.to-all-who 
re.ig this power ; 48d therefore 'we deſirethatit may be 
;your Legatrs.and: Nungo's:, Faris the cuſtony 
which has much, prevailed, diſhonours-this Sec, and makes 
che People clamorous, ſothe contrary; would beexceeding- 
ly for a. Ornament of the Lorry jor the Edification of 


eg nt 1 
ban 'Peopleare diſtarbed ley anather' Aliuſe," which 
cagcergs Nuns that are under the.care-of the Corventuat 
Fryers, wherein moſt Monaſteries, publick Sacriledges are 
committed to the intolerable ſcandal of the Citizens.  - Let 
your Holineſs deprive the Conventuals-of:this:care;" and 
give it to the Ordinaries; or. 0 others as you ſhall Tee cavſe. 
The publick Schools are moſk perniciouſly abuſed, eſpe- 
cially in 7raly, where many Profeſſors of Philoſophy teach 
that which is wicked ; Yea, in Churches thembl/es, there 
are moſt ungodly Diſputes; and. t1anyiof them-are-pious 
for the matter, yet Nivine-things4re handled very: irreve- 
rently as to the manner, and that before the People. There- 
fore, where there are publick Schools;the Biſhops ſhould-be 
required to admoniſh the Readers not to teach Impiety to 
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young. Men; but to ſhew the weakneſs of natural light 
im queſtions potergng God, concerning the lateneſs of the 
eternity: of the World, and, the like; and te dire&t-them 
to pious Belief. And as no publick Diſputations about 
ſuch Queſtions ſhould be permitred, fo neither concerning 
matters of Divinity, which by this means would loſe very 
much theefteem and reyerence of the People: Thoſe things 
ſhouſd be-diſpated privately; and other Queſtions in Na- 
rare Philoſophy, choſen for publick diſputations. Which 
caution is to be given to all other Biſhops, eſpecially of the 
ter Cities where ſach Diſputations- uſe to. be held. 
The fame care is tobe taken abour the Printing of Books: 
and-all Princes -axe to. be Writtea-to not. to ſufter any ſort 
of Books whatſoever, without farther examination, -to-be 
Printed .in their Territories. The care of which thing, 
ſhould likewiſe be given to the Ordinaries. . . And-becauſe 
Eraſmus's Cotloquies are now-a-days wont to be read-to. 
Chuldren in-Gramwar Schools, in whith. there-are-many 
things apt todifpoſe. uneducated mindsto Impiety ;- there-" 
fore the reading of thoſe Colloquies, and the like, in ſuch 
places, ought to, be prohubited. - | 
Now, beſides theſe things which reler to theappointin 
of your Miniſters in this gare of the. whole Church, and. 
then in the Adminiſtration. and Government thereof, your. 
Holineſs may pleaſe. to take notice, that there are other A- 
buſes introduced likewiſe. , : .. ©. - | 
The firſt- concerns Apoſtate Fryars, or Religious, who 
notwithſtanding their ſolemn: Vow, .draw back from the 
Religion of their Order, agd pbtain leave. not. to wear the | 
Habit of it: No, not the eaſt appearance thereof, . but one-" 
ly fome handſome Habir of .a Clergy-man. We ſay no- 
thing now of Lucre, : for we noted at firſt, that Merchan-: 
diſe was not. to be made of the Pawer of. the Keys recei- 
ved from Chriſt: Wenow fay-thax this kind of Diſpealati- 
on isnot to beuſed. For the —_—_ the fign of the Pro- 
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fefſion, ro- which theſe Apoſtates- ought to be held, nor 
has the: Biſhop power in' this cafe,” © true it is, that this 
Liberty ought 'not to be given to'theſe men. Neither 
when they have broken away from their Vow td God, 
ſhould they be ſuffered to enjoy Benefices, or Cures. 
There is another Abuſe in. the ColleCtors for the Z7oly 
Ghoſt, for St. Anthoyy, and others of this kind, which pur. 
Cheats upon Ruſtics, and fimple People, and intangle them - 
in a world of Superſtition. Theſe Colleftors we think 
t to be taken away, | 
- Another Abuſe there is in diſpenſing. with a Perſon iq- 
Holy Ordergto Marry, which is not to be allowed to any, 
unkeſs it be for the preſervation: of human Race in any Na-' 
tion; wherethe Cauſe is weighty andof publick concern, 
This is eſpecially to be obſerved in theſe times, ' in which- 
this Eiberty- 1s - violently contended for by the Lathe- 
' We conceiveit alſo to be arr Abuſe, to difpenſe with the 
Martege of 'thofe that re Second Degree of Con-' 
ſanguinity or Aﬀinity, unleſs it be for a weighty reaſon.” 
Nor ſhould Diſpenſations be granted without otherDegrees,. 
but- where the Cayſe- is honeft, and ſtill withoue-Mony ;-. 
unleſs the Partics were married before, in which caſe it is 
lawful to impoſe a pecuniary Puniſhment, in order to Ab- 
ſolationfrom Sin already committed, and to convert it ro 
pious uſes, ſuch as your Holineſs promotes. For as where 
there is no. Sin in-the uſe of the Keys to be done away, 
ao Mony can be demanded; 'f6 where 'Abfolition fron Sin 
is-deſired, a' pecuniary Male may be laid, and deſigned 
for pious uſes, | 
In the Abſolutionof a Simoniacat Perſon there is another - 
Abufe,. and 'tis a diſmal thing to confider, thar this-Plague 
reigns in the Church to that Tepree, thit ſome are not afraid. 
tobe guilcy of Simony, andto gopreſently for Abſolution. 
The truth s they buy their Abfolntion, and fo they keep 
the Benefice thy bought before. . We. 


[157] , 

We do not fay that your Holineſs wants power to for-- 
give that Puniſhment, which is by poſitive Law appoint- 
ed for this Crime, but that you ought not by any means 
todo it, that ſo horrible a Wickedneſs may be more effe-- 
ually ſuppreſſed, then which there is none that breeds- 
more Michief and Scandal, 

Neither is Liberty to be given to Clergy-men, unleſs for 
an —_— Caufe, to diſpoſe of- the Goods of the Church 
by Will ; leaſt that which is for the rehief of the Poor, be 
converted to private Pleaſure, and the luxury of Build- 


"Sur neither are faculties to receive Confeſſions, with 
the aſe of a portable Altar, -eafily to be granted, for thus - 
Ecclefiaſtical Afﬀairs grow cheap, and that Sacrament alſo 
which is the priacipal of all the reſt. Norave Indulgences 
to be given above once a Year in every greater City. Nor- 
ought a Commutation'of Vows to be lightly yielded to; 
but where the Good: is equivalsat , and will- bear it” 
out. | | 

' Tt has been a Cuſtomalfo to change the Wills of 'Teſta- 
rors, who have left a certain Sum of Money for pious and 
charitable purpoſes ; which by the; Authority of your Ho-- 
lineſs'is transferred to the Heir or the Legatee under pre» 
tence of their Poverty, &c, and this isgain'd by Moay 
too. Surely unleſs a great change. happens in the Eſtate - 
of the Heir, by the Death of the Teſtator, ſo that the Te- 
ftator himſelf in all likelihood , if he had- forcſcen-that- 
change, would alfohave changed his WHI, it is an impions 
thing to depart from. the laſt Will and: Teſtament of the 
Deal Of filthy lucre we have ſpoken ſo. often, that we-' 
muſt mention it no more. 

And thus according.to ous capacity having, ſummarily 
deſcribed all thoſe.things whick belomg,to the Duty of the 
Supreme Biſhop of the Catholic Church ; it remains that” 
we ſay ſomething of -rhat which belongs tothe Roman» Bi--- 


ſhop. - 
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ſhop. Frhis City of Rome is both the Mother of the 
Church, and the Miſtrefs of other Churches, wherefore 
the Worſhip of God, and purity of Manners ſhould flouriſh 
rhere moſt of all : But yet Holy Father all Strangers are 
ſcandalized, when they go into St. Peter's Church and ſee 
what ſlovenly ignorant Prieſts fay Mals there, fo habited 
and cloathed that they could not appear cleanly in a-naſty 
Houſe. This is ſo mighty an offence to All, that the moſt 
Reverend the Arch-presbiter , and the Penitentiary are to 
take care of this Thing, and remove the Scandal : And the 
like order is to be taken in other ChurZhes, _ 
Nay, in this City, . Whores walk about as-if they were 
goodly Matrons, or they ride upon, Mules, and are at 
Noon-day followed up and down by men of the beſt  ac- 
count in the Families of Cardinals, and by Clergy-men. 
We ſee no ſuch Gegenerary in any other City, but in this, 
which is to be an example to all others. Theſe Whores 
live in ſplendid Houfes : "Tis a filthy Abuſe, -and ought to 
be mended. 7g SY _ "4 
In this City alſo Malice and. Animoſity reigns amongſt 
private Citizens, to _ whom to a right underſtanding, 
and to make them Friends, is a main part of the Biſhop. 
Wherefore ſome of the Gardinals who are fitteſt for this Ser- 


vice, ſhovldþe appoitited'to take up Quarrels, , and to re-. 


concile the Citizens tb one another.” - 

There are Hoſpitals, Pupils, and Widows in this City, 
the principal care of which belongs to the Biſhopand Prince. 
Wherefore your Holinefs may pledſe to take a-fit care about 
all this, by ſome Cardinals'that are Men of Prabity.”-  - -, 

Now theſe are the' things, Moſt *Holy Father, which 
we for the preſent have brought together, as our Capacity. 
would permit,. that as to us it ſeems needful, they may 
be Corr:Red. | But you in your Goodneſs and Wiſdom 
will make a more'perfe judgment of every thing. We 
indeed th6 we have not anſwered the greatneſs of the Con-. 
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cern, Which is too hard for us, yet at leaſt have ſatis 
our own Conſciences, and cannot but conceive great 
hope,that under your Government we may ſee the Church 
of God purged , fair as a Dave, -at Harmony with it ſelf, 
and united into one Body, $4 e never dying Honour of 
your Nam You hyve taken,$» yout {elf the Ne#me of 
of Paul, we Hope you wilf imitate the Charity of 
Pait; who was a Choſen Veſſel to carry the Name of 
Chriſt amongſt the Gentiles. We hope that you are cho- 
ſen to reſtore the Name of Chrift, forgotten by. the Nati 
ons, and even by us of the Clergy, that hereafter it may 
live in our Hearts, art appear in our Aftions, to heal our 
Diſeaſes,” to reduce * ock of Ch#ift into one Sheep-fold, 
to remove from us that'Indignation and Vengeance of God, 
which-we deſerve, which is now ready to fall uponus,which 
now hangs over our Heads. . | 


' The Names of the Cardinak, &c. 


Gaſpar Card. Contarene. AW.y 1% | 
1 Job. Peter Card: Theatine, afterwards PaubIV4Y 
James Card. Sodelet. F, 
Reginald Pole, Card. of England. 
Frederic Archbiſhop of Erundufium. 
Fob. Matthew Gibet, Biſhop of Verona. 
;* 1. Gregory Corteſe, Abbat of St. George at Venice. 
' PFryar Thomas, Maſter of the Sacred Palace. 
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VICE 


Given, by ſome 


Biſhops Afﬀembled art BONONTA, 


. 


os To 
Way to Elebljh che Roman Church. 
Mot Holy Father, 


.# OUR Legat at Bowwwa has given Us to under- 
ſtand, that 'tis your-pkeafure, That We, the Bj. 
ſhops larely Aſſetnbled- in this. City, -by your 

Command, ſhould three by three, feparately conſult a- 
bout the moſt effeQtual means of ifbivg and Advan- 
etng the Apoſtolic See, Which is-at preſent ſo much trou- 
bled, aſſaulted, and wealkned-by the Perfidious Lxtberays : 
And that we ſhould deliver in Writing eur Opinions of this 
matter, that your Holineſs may compare them together, 
and deliberate with your ſelf about them as you defire. 
We therefore, the three Biſhops, whoſe Names are to this, 
tho neither our Prudence, Learning, or Experience in bu- 
finels, does avail much, will yer, in obedience to your 


Will, diſtinQly declare our Opinions, with ſuch ſubmiſli- 


on, that yet all ſhall be referr'd to the Judgment of your 
Holineſs. But 
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But-in'the firſt place, with all Reverence imaginable Y 
We would admoniſh your Zelinefs to take care leaſt the fame 
thing happen-/to this our Adyice, which we remember 
lately happen'd in another Caſe, when ſome Cardinals with 
Select Biſhops, Nine in all, conſulted about this very thing, 
wiz, The Way of Reforming the Church : and preſented a Pa- 
per in which ghey offer'd their Opinions: For the thi 
there, 'that ought to have been ſuppreſſed and con : 
preſently ſtole abroad, and were ſcatter'd and diſperſed e- 
ven as far as Germany : and fo all our Counſels were dif- 
cover'd and laid open to our Enemies the Zatherans. And 
theſe things were of wonderful advantage to them in the 
oppolition they made = Us; and 'tis incredible what 
hatred of Us they raiked by the Books publiſhed 
upon thoſe Advices : Afr that We our felves confeſs 
there are many Errours and in the Church, which 
We are fo far from being willing to corre@ our ſelves, that 
we donot ſtick to and maintain them by force, and 
perſecute with the utmoſt rigour/any one; that dares but to 
open his Lips about the neceſiary Amendment of them. 

The divulging that Connal, moſt holy Father, believe 
Us, was 2 great diſadvantage to our Afﬀairs; God forgive 
him by whoſe fault or negligence it hapned : But truly 
there ought to be all care and diligence uſed, that this our 
Advice never come abroad; otherwiſe we ſhall add affli- 
Aion to —_— and heap evil wy _ for = ſtrike 
at thi the. higheſt concern, and freely without an 
len Perfons; we fall direFly on the main cauſe ; felt, 
ſhew the Diſeaſe, and then offer a convenient Remedy. Bur 
theſe we fay, are to be kept as Secrets, 

When we had well, and long conſidered, what was the 
State of this - weighty Controverfie , recolle&ing all 
things ffom the beginning, ( for we ſhould always run 
back to the firſt principles) we at laſt found it to be this : 
The Zutherans hold and confeſs all the Articles of mom 
E poltles 
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poſtes Creed, that of Nice, and Athanaftus. This is very 
certain, for we ought not to _ (eſpecially amongſt our 
ſelves) what weall know to be ſo true. And theſe Luthe- 
rans refuſe to admit of any other DoCtrine, but that alone, 
of which the Prophets, Chrift and his Apoſtles were Au- 
thors; and wiſh likewiſe that all men would be content 
with thoſe few things that were obſerved in the Apoſtles 
time, or immediately after, and would imitate the Primitive 
Churches ; nor think of receiving any Traditions which it 
is not apparent, as the light, were delivered and inſtituted 
by our Lord Feſus Chrift, and his Apoſtles. Thus do our 
Adverſaries judge, but indeed they judge il: We on the o- 
ther hand, following the Opinion of your Holineſs, would 
have all Traditions, Conſtitutions, Rules, and Ceremonies, 
which have hitherto been brought into the Church, by the 
- Fathers, Councils, or any Private Man, (with a good in- 
tention) believed and received as DoQtrine neceſſary to Sal- 
vation : But particularly as to Tradition, we believe as an 
Article of Faith, 'what the Council of 7rext, lawfully Af 
ſembled, with the Holy Ghoſt, has Decreed in the 3d Seſli- 
on, viz, That our Lord Feſus Chrif?, and his Apoſtles, del:. 
vered more Precepts, relating both to Manners and Faith, 
by word of :Mouth, than are in the Scriptures; and that 
theſe, without Writing, were handed down to Us: And al- 
though we can't prove this clearly, (for amongſt our ſelves 
we plainly acknowledge, that we have no proofs, but fore 
ſort of conjeCtures, to make out what we teach concerning 
Tradition) yet we confeſs this to be true, becauſe the Roman ' 
Church maintains it. This, in ſhort, is the hinge on which 
the whole Controverſie turns; hence theſe” Tumults and 
Contentions proceed, But we ought to venture all to keep 
their DoGrine from ſpreading any farther, alth© it has got 
too far already, which in truth can never enough be la- 
mented : For 'tis no trifle that is under debate,but the faſe- 
ty and welfare of your whole State, and of Us, who are all 
your 
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your Creatures md Members, is now at ſtake. For in the 
days of the Apoſtles, (to tell you the truth, but you muſt be 
filent) and for ſeveral years after them, there was no men- 
tion made of either Pope or Cardinal; there were none 
of theſc large Revenues belonging to Biſhops and Prieſts ; 
no fumptuous Temples were.railed ; there were no Mo- 
naſteries, Priors or Abbots, much leſs any of theſe Dofrines 
theſe Laws, theſe Conſtitutions , nor this Soveraignty 
which we now exerciſe over People and Nations. 

But the Miniſters of all Churches (as well that of Rome 
as others) were willingly obedient to Kings, Princes and 
Governours. Let. your Holineſs therefore judge how hard 
it would go with us, if by ill Deſtiny, we ſhould again be 
reduced to the Primitive Poverty and Humility, again ſub- 
je&ed to the wretched Servitude of being under the Com- 
mand of others: This is therefore, as we ſaid before, a mat- 
- ter of the higheſt moment. ww 

Moreover, this in our judgment, is the onely way of a» 
voiding this grievous danger. We find upon full exatninati- 
on of the matter, that the Glory, Authority and Power of 


the Church firſt aroſe when ſhrewd diſcreet ative Biſhops 


began to preſide over it, who uſed their opportunities t9 
obtain from the 'Emperours, that they would by their 
Authority and Power Eſtabliſh the Primacy and Supreme 
Power over other Churches, in this See. And this Pope 
Boniface the 3d, amongſt others, is.faid to have receiyed 
from the-Emperour Phocas, We obſerved likewiſe, that 
the Afﬀairs of the Church began more and more to-flouriſh 
every day, when Cardinals were created, the number of 
Biſhops was encreaſed, and ſo many and ſo goodly Orders 
of Monks and Nuns were firſt founded. Nor can we 
doubt, but thoſe Popes, Cardinals, Biſhops, Monks and 
Nuns, have by their Cunning, their Inventions, Rites, and 
Ceremonies, turn'd away the Church from that ancient 
Docrine which kept her ſo poor and humble, and _ by 

E 2 theſe 
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theſe Arts procured her Favour and Authority, We ought 
thereſore to take the fame meaſures to preſerve her in 
State to which they have raiſe! her: That is, all kind of 
application and wit is to be imploy'd; the.number of Car- 
dingls, Biſhops, Monks, and Nuns is to be encreafed, ad to 
fpeak.particularly, your Holineſs is ia the firſt place to take 
this courſe : 

France, 1taly, and Spain (notwithſtanding the Lutherays 
boaſt that the greateſt part of Exrope isin their Intereſt) are 
content with your Empire, the'laſt of which dots moſt Re- 
bgiouſly obſerve all your Laws and Conſtitutions, does not 
change or innovate 1n any thing, And as. for that Nation 
you. need” not be ſollicitous; for you can find but. few a» 
mongſt the Spaniards who have not an abhorrence for the 
Dodrine of Zatber : But if there are any Hereticks a- 
mongſt them, they are ſuch as rather deny-that the Mefiah 
is yet come, or that mens Souls are immortal, than queſtj- 
on the Power of your Holineſs. But without doubt, this 
Hereſie of theirs ſeems to Us more. ſufferable.than that of 
Luther ; and the reafon is plain, for theſe Mararz tho.they: 
believe nothing of Chrif, or a future State, are.yet want to 
hold their tongues, or at moſt laugh amongſt themſelves, 
and in the mean time are not at all wanting in their Duty 
to the- Roman Church. 

But the Lutheravs do not behave themſelves thus, they 
openly diſſent from Us, and endeavour what they can to 
weaken, and ruine our whole State, Fraxce and 7taly 
ſeem plainly to affe&t Innovations; and moſt of theſe Na» 
tions, according to the Copy that Germary has ſet them, are 
ready to lay. hold on the next occaſion to fall off from Us : 
Moreover, there are many eminent Cities in thoſe two.Pro- 
vinces, whohave no Biſhop of their own, but are ſubje& to 
the Biſhops of the greater and moſt powerful Cities. Now 
your Holineſs ſhould chooſe out about a hundred of theſe, 
and ereate ſo many new Biſhops to govern them, = 
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add fifty more to. the preſent number of Cardinals;. and 
out of all theſe, Biſhops, I'fay, and Cardinals, as well old as 
new, ſele& thirty or: forty. of the. moſt ſubtile,. and moſt. 
verſed in Courts and Buſineſs, who are skilful in the Can-- 
non and Civil. Laws: Keep theſe about your. Perſon, let. 
theſe be. your Counſellors and Miniſters in your moſt 
weighty Affairs, and private concerns: And ſend all the 
reſt, as well thoſe Biſhops that-are Cardinals, as others, into 
their reſpeftive Dioceſs : and order them to entertain the 
mo with. Plays, Shows, and all.manner of Diverſions. 
let them preſent themſelves to the People both'in the 
Church, and riding frequently about the City, in as much 
pomp and ſplendor as they do at Rewe. So will it corieto 
paſs, that the common People, who adrtire theſe Bomps 
and Ceremonies, and are wont to make- much Money 
where there are many rich men; will at laſt be brought o- 
ver . either by« Courteſic ,, or: their own advantage to fa-- 
vour your ſide: And we need not fear forthe future, what 
Tather, Erentius, Melan#bon,. or that late Heretick- Yerge-- 
rius ſhall Write. Oh | how much did it concern Us, that 
he ſhould.not haveeſcap't; from Us, but have here been ci-- 
ther clapt into Priſon, or thrown into 7eber ? . For he who 
was brought up in You pebcRand private Afﬀairs, is ac-- 
quainted with a great deal of-our concerns, and of all our 
Councis, But your Holineſs has long hands, and in your: 
great Wiſdom will find a Remedy for this Evil : for-it is, 
and ever will be lawful.to take all ways to free our ſelves: 
from the Snares of our Enemies; nor'did. we think fit to 
name theſe men, but for a very good reaſon; a word to the- 
Wiſe. Then let your Holineſs take care that theſe Cardi-- 
nals and Biſhops that reſide in their Dioceſs, beſtow Bene- 
fices on the Children of their Citizens ; for this isan admi- 
rable and ready way to keep'their minds ſteady in the 
Faith. And we know many of your Subjects who would 
long. ago have embraced Lather's Dorine, but for this _=_ 
reaſon, - 
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reaſon, . that either they themſelves, or their Brothers, or 
tHtir Sons enjoyed ſome Eccleſiaſtical” Preferment. Nor 
would it be amifs to ſend a great many of thoſe Prieſts that 
they call Chieti#i and Paulini, into France and 1taly: For, 
fay the truth, theſe common Prieſts and Monks do really 
abuſe rhe Maſs roo much; which they 'fay with little or no 
Devation,-chopping it up in haſte, and making a pablick 
Safe of ir: Befides they live ſach diſſolute profligate lives, 
thar men deſervedly give no longer credit to them, nor ſuf- 
fer themſelves to be perfwaded (though our Sophiſters take 
reat pains about, iy. that a wicked debauched Fellow can 
vs Chriſt out of Heaven'to the Altar, free Souls from 
Purgatory, and obtain Forgiveneſs of Sins, both to them- 
ſelves and others, and all this by the Works Dove. There. 
fore theſe new Prieſts the Chietin;, becauſe they ſay Maſs 
ſlower, and with greater gravity, take no Hire, but are 
content with their Meat and Cloathing, and in the courſe 
of their lives carry a greater ſhew of goodneſs, will reſtore 
Maſs to its Primitive Authority, and recover its Reputati- 
on. Youſhould likewiſe make it your buſineſs to get new 
Orders of Monks founded every-where : for they, believe 
ts, dogreat fervicein the eſtabliſhment of your Dominion, 
For'you tay conſider how'/they have encrtaſed it by the 
Confeſfions, Preaching, and Worfhip which they have 
brought into the Church., Befides, we are taught this by 
long experience, that the Set of the Lutherans has been 
leſs able to intrude it ſelf there where there is the greateſt 
numbers of Monks (eſpecially Dominicans and Franciſcans_) 
h9o'have' ever ſtoutly maintained your, and overthrown 

the Adverfaries Doftrine, | 
Likewiſe give Orders to the Cardinals and Biſhops who 
Reſide, as well asto the Prieſts and Monks, that they inſt; 
tute new Fraternities, as they call 'em, in honour of this and 
that Saint. For our Brother Thomas Stela, or Todeſchin , 


boaſts that he contributed much to the Eſtabliſhment and. 
En- 
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Enlarging of yourEmpire , by Preaching the people in m4- 
ny parts of taly.into a zeal for theſe Fraternities, eſpecial- 
ly that of Corpus Chriſti, Moreover, let them make Sup- 
plications with the greateſt ſhow and pomp imaginable. 
Let them cauſe new Statues and Images to be made, burn 
Lamps and Candles before them , and uſe all ſorts of In- 
ſtruments and Organs in their Temples,theſe are the things 
I fay, with which the people are chiefly delighted , and for 
whoſe fake they have almoſt forgot that Do&rine which 
was ſo deſtruQtive and pernicious tous, 

Nor are theſe which we have mentioned the only things 
to be obſerved , but the moſt Reverend the Cardinals and 
Biſhops, ought likewiſe to be mindful of this. | 

That they themſelves ſing Maſs with the greateſt Pomp 
and Magnificence they can poſlibly , and alſo Conſecrate 
Fonts, Give Orders, Purifie Churches , Altars , and Bury- 
ing Places, Chriſten Bells, Veil Nuns, in the Eyes of the 
people, andin the ſight of all the Congregation. For the 
vulgar are given to admire, and to be amuſed, with theſe 
things, in the Contemplation of which their minds are as it 
were ſo intangled in a ſnare, that they have no reliſh for any 
other food; or any inclination to any other DoQrine. As 
indeed (to ſay the truth) they were deſigned for that pur- 
poſe. And really in our judgment, theſe things ſhould be 
augmented and multiplied , for if the introducing and ap- 
pointing thoſe few which we have now mentioned, were 
of ſuch uſe to the ſettlement of your Kingdom, of what 
advantage would it be, were there ſome new ones added. 
For example , That threefold Oyl for the Criſmes and for 
the ſick is Conſecrated every year upon Maunday Thurſday : 
and that by one Biſhop,together with Twelve Prieſts,with 
that thrice Repeated Adorationand Salutation , with-thoſe 
Exorciſms, with thoſe breathings upon-it , and with that 
rich Balm which is uſual. Ler your Holineſs appoint, that 
the Conſecration be not performed under five Salutations, 

| and 
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and Twenty Briefks,:: -Cammand;likewile that ſome other 
Precious Lignor; hes Belen rh as Many. be added, be- 
cauſe we find it Raind thet-imithe:Wildernels, which there- 
fare deſervedly qught to take place amangſt our Ceremo- 
nies. Likewiſe-as often as-the Water of Baptiſm is Con- 
kerated, it is cuſtamary to put Salt ,and Oy!) into it, and 
to dip the Paſchal Taper thrice tn at , and 10 divide it into 
four parts. Order that moreover, they mingle ſome 
Vinegar with it, for that was given Chriſt to drink on the 
Croſs; and therefore:that ought to be of ſome uſe _ 
the Ceremonies. Alſo-in the Dedication of Churches,the 
Biſhops are want go draw all the Letters of the Tatiw and 
Greek Alphabet with their Crofier in the duſt, Command 
them to write the. Hebrew Letters too, it they know them, 
(though that does not Ggnifie much,for they do not under- 
ſtand Greek, and hardly Lat» , and yet they can write it, 
and 'tis the ſame thing 4s if they knew them) for the reg- 
fon of Chriſts Crucifixon , was written on the Crobs in 
thoſe Three Latin, Greek, and Hebrew. And 
whereas the Biſhops only Anoint the Palms of the Prieſts 
Hands, Order them to Anoint both the Palms and Backs 
of thew Hands , as well as. their Head and whole Face. 
For if that little Oyl has ſo much Virtue to ſanRify 
them, ſurely a greater quantity of Qyl will have more 
virtue for that purpoſe. Laſtly, when Bells are Chriſten'd, 
they make a Perfume of Frantiwcenſe and other Incenſe, 
appoint that Mysh and Amber be mixt with it, toraiſe and 
increaſe the Religion of the thing , and the wonder of the 
People. . Once more, when any Biſhop ſets himſelf to offi- 
ciats in any Divine Service, with Pomp and Solemnity he 
oyght to have many Ornaments to- diſtinguiſh him from 
ordinary Prieſts. : ſuch as (to omit the reſt) the Bones and 
Reliques of ſome Dead Man, which he uſually wears at his 
Breaft, ſet.in Gold'in the Form of a Croſs. Do you com- 
mand him ta hang a whole naked Leg, Arm, or _ of 
h ome 
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ſome Saint about his Neck, by a good thick Cord ; for that 
will contribute very much to the encreale of the Religh 
ous Aſtoniſhment of all that fee it. The truth is, theſe 
Ceremonies were all invented and continued by Popes 5 
you therefore that are Pope, may if you pleaſe, augment 
them. Nay rather indeed , for that Purpoſe and Deſign 
which we mentioned, ought todo it. Beſides, we would 
adviſe, that your Holineſs ſhould lay your Commands on 
thoſe Cardinals and Biſhops that happen to reſide-in their 
Diocefs, that they take care to have Logick, Sophiſtry, and 
the Art of the School-men, Metaphiſicks, the Decretals,Sex- 
tus, the Clementines, the Extravagants, and the Rules of 
Chancery publickly Taught and Read in their Cities. Tt 
had been well, if Men had ever applyed themſelves indu- 
{triouſly to the Reading ſuch ſort of Books, for then our 
Afﬀairs had never been in fo bad a poſture as they are ; but 
deſpiſing this ſort of Learning, they began to employ them- 
ſelves in learning Greek and Hebrew, and in a little time te 
examine the Tranſlation of the Bible by the true Original, 
and to ſtudy Divinity , and the Anitient Fathers ot the 
Church ; and hence ſprung ali the Misfortunes we lye un» 
der ; therefore you muſt endeavour, that ſetting theſe Stu- 
dies aſide, Men ſhould again fall ro the Study of the School 
men and of your Canon-Law, by which 'tis manifeſt, the 
ſtudy of Divinity was ina manner overwhelm'd and buri- 
ed. But let your Holineſs uſe caution in this: for we men- 
tioned before only the Decretals, and Sextus, -and the Cle- 
mentines, and the Extravagants , and not that which is cal- 
led the Decretum, which ought not to feem ſtrange. For 
*tis a pernicious Book, and leſſens your Authority extream- 
ly, although it ſeems in ſome places to enlarge it : *For a- 
mongſt other things, in ſeveral places it denies, That the 
Pope can add the leaſt Title to that Dottrine , which our 
Saviour delivered to us, and the Apoſtles taught ; for thus 
faysthe Canon, Transferat , &c. 24 4. 3. © They change 
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& Truth into a Lye, who Preach any other thing then whar 
« they received from the Apoſtles. This is a down-right Ls 
theran Maxim : for what elſe do our Adverſaries daily in- 
culcate, Then that it is not lawful to departin the leaſt de- 
gree, from thoſe things that were in uſe amongſt the Apo- 
{tles > But who of us doth not every day often depart fron 
them > Indeed in our Churches we ſcarce retain (as we 
hinted at the beginning) the leaſt ſhadow of that DoCtrine 
and Diſcipline, which flouriſht in the times of the Ape- 
ſtles, but have brought in quite another of our own. 
Nay, we are expreſly called Lyars by that Decretum, inaf 
much as we have done this : yet we have done it by the Ad- 
viſe and Inſtruftions of Popes ; nay by their peremptory 
Order and Command, But we wiſh there were not fo ma- 
ny Canons as there are of this kind , that enjoyn things 
dire&tly contrary to what the Popes, and all of us doeve- 
ry day (we ſpeak of Matters of Faith and Doctrine, not of 
Manners.) Take one or two of them-for inſtance. Thug 
fays the Canon that begins Contra 25. g. 1. Nothing can. 
be eſtabliſht contrary to the Conſtitutions of the Fathers, 
nor any thing alter'd, no not by the Authority of this See, 
And then another Ganon, that begins 7deo, &c. ſays, Thus 
"— Divine permiſſion we are ſo made Paſtors of Men, 
that we ought not in the leaſt to tranſgreſs what ever our 
Fathers in theirgSacred Canons or Civil Laws have appoint- 
ed, for we go againſt their moſt wholſome Inſtitutions, if 
we do not keep inviolably, what they according to Divine 
Pleaſure have ordained. Do not Pope Zofrmus and Leo the 
Third, (nay and the whole Roman Church) plainly here de- 
clare aloud, that the Authority of 'this See can do nothing 
againſt the Canons, againſt the Law, and againſt the Ordi- 
nances of the antient Fathers , which ought $o be Religi- 
ouſly obſerved > How therefore ſhall we anſwer our Ad- 
verſaries, when they preſs, and urge us with this, and turn 
that of the fifth Plalm-upon.us.? There js no certainty in 
; their 
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their Mouth ; for they accuſe us of lightneſs and incor 
Nancy , who have ſuch expreſs Canons, which forbid the 
Popes to alter the Decrees of the Fathers,or to do any thing 
contrary to them ; and notwithſtanding all this,thereis no- 
thing morefrequent than the preſumption of altering what 
has been Eſtabliſhed by the Antient Fathers and Councils. 
How, I ſay, ſhall we anſwer this, eſpecially ſince the Book 
of Decrees is ſo celebratedand famous,and is in all Schools, 
Courts of Judicature, and Churches , held in the greateſt 
Honour and Eſteem 2 And beſides, thoſe few which we 
have given you a taſt of, it contains a great many others, 
that favour the Cauſeef our Adverfaries , and favour it in 
ſuch a manner, that they ſeem to have been pen'd by ſome 
of them. Moreover , we ſhall conſider of ſome courſe to 
be taken with theſe Decrees, for it ſeems very abſurd, that 
any _ ſhayld be taught , which is contrary to what 
your Holin not only do, but commands tobe done, 

But we have reſerved the moſt conſiderable Advice 
which we could at this time give your -Holineſs, to the 
laſt: And here you muſt be awake, and exert all your 
force to hinder,as much as = can poſſibly,the Goſpel from 
being read, eſpecially (in the vulgar Tongue) in all the Ci- 
ties that are 'under your Dominion. Let that little of it 
which they have in the Maſs ſerve their turn,nor ſuffer any 
Mortalto read any thing more ; for as long as Men were 
contented with that little, things went to your mind, but 
grew worſe and worſe from that time, that they commonly 
read more. This in ſhort is the Book that has beyond all 
others raiſed thoſe Storms and Tempeſts, in which weare 
almoſt driven to deſtruction, And really whoever ſhall 
diligently weigh the Scripture , and then conſider all the 
things that are uſually done in our Churches,will find there 
8 great difference betwixt them ; and thatthis DoQrine of - 
ours is very unlike, and in many things quite repugnant to 


it. And no ſooner does any _ diſcover this , being ſet 
2 on 
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on by ſome of our Learned Adverfaries, but he never cea+ 
ſes bawling againſt us, till he has made the whole Matter 
publick , and rendred us odious to all Men. Therefore 
thoſe Papers are to be ſtifled; but you muſt uſe cautionand 
diligence in it , leaſt that create us greater diſturbance. 
* Author of * D, John Del/a Caſa Archbiſhop of Beneventum, the Le- 
ePo:n 0:2 pate of your See at Venice, behaved himſelf handſomly 
| 10 that buſineſs; for although he did not openly and avow- 
edly condemn that Book of the Goſpel, or order it to be 
ſuppreſs'd, yet in an obſcure diſſembling manner , he inſi- 
nuated as much : whilſt in that long Catalogue of Here. 
ticks which he put out, he has foundfault with part of the 
Do@rines maintained in it ; particularly ſome certain 
Chapters which ſeem moſt to make againſt us. Seriouſly, 
a renowned Divine Aftion, what ever others chatter : for 
at firſt bluſh it ſeenrd ridiculous to many,hat he ſhould 
condemn ſo many Authors at once, who Mt about Reli- 
gion, when himſelf had never read ſo much as one ſyllable 
of Divinity, and. Publiſht I know not what, to which he 
gave this Title , Of the Divize Art. But this isnothing, 
and they who cenſure this in him, have little buſineſs of 
their own to employ them, and ſhew themſelves to be 
great Novices in the Court of Rowe. For he; as he is a 
true and eminent Courtier, ſpake freely what was his O- 

pinion, which we think makes much for his credit. 

It now remains, Moſt Holy Father, That we ſhould in 
ſhort make a Reply, to what may perhaps be objected by 
you, that having done this we may finiſh our Epiſtle. 

Your Holineſs therefore perhaps may fay, If it is at this 
time ſo dangerous a thing to hold a Council of theſe Biſhops, 
tho few in number, Icaſt ſome of them ſhould dare to raiſe 
a clamour, and be ſevere againſt my Dignity to undermine 
*. How much more dangerous would it be,if beſides theſe 
there were a hundred others Created 2 We ſhall offer three 
things in anſwer tothis : Firſt, Look (as you generally m4 
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that thoſe Biſhops, who are to be created, be ignorant and 
unlearned, but very skilful in the Afﬀairs of Court, and ad: 
dicted to the intereſt of your Family ; for that alone will 
ſuffice, Then avoid a Council as much as you can, thd- 
Ceſar be very urgent, clamorous and importunate. Laſt- 
ly, If onely to fave your fame and reputation, you deſire 
or would ſeem todefire a Council,you may reafſemble that. 
But (as has been hitherto) let there onely be admitted, who 
you are certain will go on your ſide, and let-the others be 
kept out, and driven away. But of all things, be moſt 
careful, ' that no Embaſſies from any of the German Princes, 
who are of the Ausburg Confeflion, come into the Council, 
For, good God ! what miſchief, what damage did we many 
ways receive by the Embaſy which the Duke of Wirtem- 
berg ſent to Trent I wiſh Creſcentius the Legate had fag- 
goted them up together, both Theoderic of Pliennigen, and 
thoſe two Doftars, Werner of Muchingen and Fieronymus 
Gerardus, as well as thoſe two ſcurvy Divines, Brentius and 
Burlinus, (for thoſe were the Duke's Embaſſadours) and fo 
thrown them into the next River Athefis : nor ſhould he 
have ſpared Sleidan the Envoy from the R: P. of Strasburgh. 

For ſince they could not obtain their Audience of the 
Council (and Hereticks are not worthy to be heard) they 
return'd into their Countrys with greater animoſity again(t 
your Holineſs than they had before:There they write Books 
againſt us, and embroyl every thing. It had been there- 
fore much better Policy not to have kept our Faith with 
them (as our Canons order) but made them Inhabitants and: 
Free-men of the River Athefis; as an example to all other 
Hereticks, that they preſume not to come near our moſt 
Sacred and Holy Councils.  - 

Theſe are che things, moſt holy Father, which in obedi- 
ence to your Holineſs, we thought fit to offer to you, being 
ready to have given better it we could : We truly have 
ſpoke freely and ingenuouſly what we thought : but i 
muſt - 
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muſt again and again put you in mind, to be careful that 
theſe things be not divulged. And it you att according to 
our Advice we have no {mall hopes that your Holineſs will 
preſerve Fraxce and /taly (for as we ſaid, we have noappre- 
henſions of Spain) in the Faith, and eſtabliſh and ſtrengthen 
your Kingdom : As for Germany (to tell you the truth) we 
can by no means hope it will ever be reduced under your 
Command. Theretore we adviſe you to throw away all 
thoughts of it. For if Ceſar, when Victerious, after he had 
granted ſo many Articles, which are plamly repugnant to 
the Catholick Church, (as you may ſee in his Juterim ) could 
not bring that Nation to an agreement with us ; you may 
be certain there is ” way left to regain it, Add to this, 
that the People in thirty ſnx years are quite degenerated in- 
to another a : For - A who were born and educated un- 
der your Government, who had a ſingular ſence of their 
Duty to you imprinted on their nature, are dead : and there 
is on the other hand, a ſucceſſion of young Men, who as 
they had noexperience of your DoQrine, neither love or ad- 
mire you ; inſomuch, as they do not ſtick (Oh Villany ! ) 
ro cal you Antichriff : We know there are fome indiffe- 
rent good Scholars who favour us heartily, and really wiſh 
to reſtore thoſe things that weredeliver'd them by our An- 
ceſtors, and re-inſtate you in your former Power: This they 
endeavour with all their might, and ſometimes ſcatter their 
Notions in Company, ſometimes publiſh Books to maintain 
and ſupport the ſinking Papacy. But theſe are much the 
feweſt, and of no authority or judgment, therefore they can 
do nothing, But 'tis wonderful to ſee with how much great- 
er vehemency and affeQion the Germaxs are carried to hear 
thoſe who teach the Lutheran Hereſy,than to frequent Maſs, 
or hear them that preach your DoGrine. Laſtly, All 7;a- 
ty faw the Letters of Cardinal Pool, your Legate, who is to 
ecclaim Exgland from Herely ; who writ in this manner: 
*We ſtaid for ſome days at 7ilinga and Awburgh, and 
: * made 
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*made moſt diligent enquiry into all matters belonging, to 
* Religion: But we found nothing of this kind that ks 
* pleale Us, For the Churches of our Adverfaries are e- 
* very day wonderfully frequented, and their Preachers fol- 
*low'd with great alacrity : Ours on the other hand are 
*forſaken ; and if you ſaw our Churches, you would call 
£ them NDefarts, there are ſo few, and thoſe I know not 
*who, old Men and Women that come to Maſs. Thus. 
ke, and his Friends, particularly D. Aloyfrus Priulus, writ a 
great deal to this purpoſe : In ſhort, we may deſpair of 
that Nation. Therefore your, Holineſs may very lawfully _ 
exact ſomething more than ordinary from them who are 
fill your Subjedts ; that what you loſe out of your Reve- 
nue by their Revolt, may be. thence ſupplied. But we 
would likewiſe admoniſh you of this, that in raiſing Mony 
out of the Dataryand Pavitentiary, as they call it, and 0» 
ther Offices, as alſo in the exaftion of Tithes and Tribute 
you uſe circumſpettion ; and tho you are deſirous to pick. 
up Mony from every thing, yetcarry your ſelf fo in it, as: 
ta ſilence the Clamours of People for the future. *Tis cer- 
tain- indeed, that all the Riches of the World are Yours,. 
who are Chriſt's Vicar, to whom the Poſſeſſion of all thingy 
belongs; and therefore You may lawfully take what you. 
pleaſe-any where ; but do this neatly and dextrouſly ;: 
for (let us confeſs: the: Truth ) 'tis incredible with how. 
great hatred. People are incenſed- againſt You, and what 

orrid: things. are ſpread amongſt the Multitude concern- 


ing You; and there has hardly been any Pope, to whom- 


both-in» Words and Writing, they have more manifeſtly: 
declared their Averſion. For, as for Exg/and; upon which 
You value your ſelf ſo much, as if it were. to be aſcrib'd. 
to your: good Fortune, that that Queen takes care to ex- 
tirpate Hereſie out: of the Kingdom : You have certainly 
no ſhare in that Praiſe. Then-We fear leaſt that ſudden 
Felicity ſhould not. be laſting, Beſides, the Queen _ 
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her” ſelf Supream Head of that Kingdom, next, and im-' ' 
mediately after Chriſt ; fo that, tho the old Worſhip and ' 
Ceremonies were never ſo much reſtor'd, Your Power ' 
and Authority is not to be retrieved : In ſhort, You muſt 
be very watchful, and face the Storm, -unleſs You are de- 
firous to venture all at one Caſt. 


Wiſhing "Your Holineſs all Health, We humbly Pro- 
ſtrate, Kiſs your Sacred Feet. | | 
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